ESSAYS ON THE GITA

inaction, happiness and suffering which the Purusha
under the influence of Prakriti attributes to itself
although they belong not at all to itself but to the
action or movement of Prakriti alone.

For Prakriti is constituted of three gunas or
essential modes of energy; sattwa, the seed of intelli-
gence, conserves the workings of energy; rajas, the seed
of force and action, creates the workings of energy;

tamas, the seed of inertia and non-intelligence, the
denial of sattwa and rajas, dissolves what they create
and conserve. When these three powers of the energy
of Prakriti are in a state of equilibrium, all is in rest,
there is no movement, action or creation and there is
therefore nothing to be reflected in the immutable
luminous being of the conscious Soul. But when the
equilibrium is disturbed, then the three gunas fall into
a state of inequality in which they strive with and act
upon each other and the whole inextricable business
of ceaseless creation, conservation and dissolution
begins, unrolling the phenomena of the cosmos. This
continues so long as the Purusha consents to reflect the
disturbance which obscures his eternal nature and
attributes to it the nature of Prakriti; but when he
withdraws his consent, the gunas fall into equilibrium
and the soul returns to its eternal, unchanging immo-
bility; it is delivered from phenomena. This reflection
and this giving or withdrawal of consent seem to be
the only powers of Purusha; he is the witness of Nature
by virtue of reflection and the giver of the sanction,
mksl and anumantd of the Gita, but not actively the
Ishwara. Even his giving of consent is passive and
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